OFFICIAL    AND    COURT    LIFE
no person alive who does more honour and breathe
after the life and repose you so happily cultivate and
adorn by your example: but as those who praise dirt,
a flea and the gout so have I public employment in that
trifling Essay and that in so weak a style as compared
to my antagonists as by that alone it will appear I
neither was nor could be serious; and I hope you will
believe I speak my very soul to you."
This inconsistency is natural and pardonable. To
Cowley he was speaking of his ideal., but in his essay
he undoubtedly proclaims the course which he him-
self adopted in his life.
In order to round off this interesting little episode
there was an exchange of letters between the antagon-
ists. Sir George Mackenzie wrote Evelyn a most
charming letter. He assures him that his book "is
rarely weel writ33 and (keeping his Scottish spelling
which seems like the accent to give point) he writes:
"It is strange for ane opposit to shew no passion bot
that of kyndnesse and yee compliment mee to such
ane excesse beyond my merit that I begin to be
jealouse that yee magnifie mee only to show how
easilie yee can vanquish such as deserve praise"; and
he concludes by saying ccto evidence how much I am
proselited by your booke, I resolve to continue in,
employment." Evelyn returned a short but equally
complimentary answer, and when they met at dinner
later on they were good friends.
This essay, and the circumstances attending its
publication, make a by no means irrelevant preface
for the closer examination of Evelyn's varied public
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